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| inclination nd judgment ; who thinks the 
world f1 wfficiently flocks with Prints,and ſhould 
not be owerburthened in that manter , ef 
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The Preface to the Reader. 
unworthy, they muſt come to view, that I may 
wot wrong the Readers priviledge, I ſhall give 
| a ſbort s Ns .of the. Deſrgne of this Di- 

eb.3 it promotes | a. great. known 

Duty, page eſpecially upon all the Pro- 
feſſors of Religion, fo it fairly wipes off all 
thoſe blots and ftgins, which, ejther the extra- 
vagancies of former times have occaſioned, or 
the bitterneſs &» malice of ſome in theſe days 
an upon the Profeſſzou of Godlineſs ; who, 
4 they might p+-5..qquth the minds of people 
7 embraping s hoſt th ifige and. Principles 
ich agree not withthetr own ſentiments or 
humor, before they well conſider or underſtand 
the nature or tendencie of rhem, with great 
tFamour "condemn them as intolerable_ in 4 


Land; zheifoaly taken up ro promote Rebellion + 
aid F dion, T confeſs, T could beantily wiſh, 


with ſubmiſſion to the will of God, that there 
newer bed occafion been given to any to ſpeak 


wil of that which\is good 5 But thaÞbith 


rome-to paſs by the Providence of Gd," tha 
there might be a more full convidion of un- 
righteouſneſs and error, and an ample Jaef62fe 

eation of the Trith, and 'ways of Golineſs 
_— there be. any fo Fo led way iby the 
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| facenicy' 0 Pg. own Nr fo ghuſe 
-- Profeſſ.on o Holy and Godly Principles and: 
| Perſwaſi ons, by any  inconft ſtent 491 "or 
courſe, that ſhall ſ, peak them t trayterous, eddy,” 
big b-minded, or the like, let or uch , alone FS 
it, y Þ let all that underfland Chriſtian Rel." 
gion aright, under what form or name vever,. 


Fear God, and honour, the King 3 "and ſay: 
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's. with old Jacob concerning Simedn. Lt” Levi, \ 


Oh ! my Soul, come not thou igto thei? ſe-" 
cret, unto their aſſembly, mine ſonour, be 
not thou united. Reader, This Was "the true 


| Reaſon and Deſi gn of the. Antbors thb3c« UN 


this Snbjed, that if by any means be might. 
| fti r up, or reduce the minds of diſſeiting "Pro- 
feſſors in this day, to be more fencere and-more 
fervent in praying for the King, and forall 
that are in Authority, it being 4 Duty Fonnde# 
not only upan the light of Nature, but .alfo 0. uþ- 
on the poſitive will of the Lord Chriſt : : 85 alſs 
to. bear his. teſtimony, though in weakneſs S, 4* 
zainſt the abſurd and mi s Cawils and c> 
cuſations which diſaffe&ed perſons heap upon 
the moſt holy ways of God that he might de- 
clare to the world, that Godlineſs, and Scrip- 
tual Holineſs in The moſt reftzed abthightf 
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"  "ThePieficeto the Reader, 
parts and praciices of it, is a harmleſs inno- 
cent thing, no way inconſiſtent with Civil Go- 
vernment, but bighly advantageous to the 
good and comfort of mans life, So-that men 
need not look, upon, or be afraid of the moſt 
ftri& method of holineſs, as injurious, or as 4 
peſt to the Nation, becauſe they give no di- 
urbance to any thing but mens /uſts and ſins, 
tothe pride deF beef s of the world, to which 
alſo Civil Gowernment, according to its 14- 
tive Inſtitution is, and by a regular manage- 
went of- it, ſhould be a terror. And what is the 
fruit of - our cavilling and bandying againſt 
.ench other about circumſtantial things wherein 
we differ, but difunion, weakneſs, and a lay- 
ing our ſelves open to the impreſſions and de- 
ſegns of the Common Enemy, who doubtleſs in 
all the furrows of our mutual animoſities, ds 
by their ſecret Agents fowe tbe ſeeds of greater 
diviſions , and the Tares of their deteſtable 
Ren? Dottrizes and Superſtition? Certainly, 
u is bigh time for every publike Talent to be 
employed for the more abundant preaching of 
the word of God,. that the minds and under« 
ſandings of people may bewell furniſht with 
knowledge and Scripture-light , to enabl: 
| | them 


The Preface to the Reader: 
them to judge betwixt Truth and Falſhood';. 
which, when all is done, will be of great uſe to 
exclude Popery, and ſecure England againſt it. 
For what will it avail by Power to exclude 
and caſt out the trumpery and exerciſe of that 
Worſbip from among ſt us, if the minds of peo« 
ple, through their own ignorance, or cunning 
guile of deceivers, ſhall be tainted with; and 
receive their Principles ? 

Reader,T ſhall detazn thee no longer ; do thy 
ſelf and methat right, to read what follows 
with that candor and charity, which a baſty 
Diſcourſe, compoſed under many difturbanees,. 
calls for; it is not what the Subje4 deſerves, 
but what could be offered within the uſual li. 
mits of a Sermon, It little differs from what 
was delivered in publike, ſave in what was 
wanting through defeS of memory, or want of 
time. If what is offered ſhall conduce to the: 
healing of thy ſpirit, or the helping on of tby 
duty, the Author hath his deſegned recompence 
and reward inthy good, and ſhall bleſs God 
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EZRA 46.10. 


That they may offer ſacrifices of ſweet ſa- 
vonrs unto God, and pray for the life of the 
K ing, and for the life of bis Sons. 


,N all the Revolutions and Chan- 
WzZ gcs that have paſſed upon the Af 
FS, tairs of the World, God's Provi- 
A 3 dence hath in nothing more emi- 
IT MF7 2744 nently appeared, than in matters 

LEES relating to his Church and People, 
1n their pi]grimage of this life. An 
eminent inſtance whereof, was this of the Jews go- 
ing into Babylon, preſervation there, and wonder- 
ful return from their Captive condition, to their own 
Country of Judea, and the peculiar Worſhip of 
their God in the Temple at Jeruſalem : which deli- 
verance and liberty, though it was much compleat- 
ed in the reign of Darizs, yet it was begun long be- 
fore by the Perſian Cyrxs 3 1o that it will be needful to 
look back to his time, that we may the more fully ſee 
the rite of this Decree, for the repair of the Temple. 
For with a narration of Cyr#4 his Decree, Ezra be- 
gins his Book. Cyrxs having obtained .,,\, _. 
oreat Conqueſts, he led his Army a- the' Antiquities of 
gainſt Babylon; and having overcome he Jews. 


B great 


(2) 
great difficulties, he ſat down. before that great City ; 
which beſide the many wonderful fortifications of it, 
had the River Exphrates running through it. Be/ſhaz- 
2ar then King thereof, with his Babylonians,ſcorning 
their Enemies, ſuppoſing their City impregnable, 
kepta great and ſolemn Feaſt in contempt of them, 
as alſo of the Jews and their Prophets, who had de- 
clared that the time was come for their returning to. 
Jernſalem ; and thinking the time was paſt, in. con- 
tempt of the God of the Jews, the King carouſed 
and drunk wine in the golden Veſlels of the Temple 
which Nebxchadnezzar carried away : but out of re- 
yerence to God, had not uſed or polluted them. At 
which Feaſt, the terrible hand-writing upon the wall 
appeared, as in the 5th of Danzel. Belſhazzar, not- 
withſtanding the faithful remonſtrance and interpre- 
ration of Danzel, goeth on with his luxurious Feaſt, 
filling themſelves with wine ; when, lo, the wrath 
of God,according to his word, was ready to fall up- 


on them : For that very night, Cyras having by his. | 


Engineers, and the helpof his numerous Army, turn- 
ed the River Exphrater, which, as I fatd, ran through 
the City, from its uſual courſe; m the Chanel 
thereof with his Army centred the City, the people 
being buried in their wine and drunkenneſs ; fully 
executed what was long before prophefied by Fere- 
ziah, Chapt. 5x. About this time the Prophets Ze- 
chariah and Haggai earneſtly ftirred up the Princes 
that were of the Captivity to think of returning, and 
repairing Jeruſalem and the Temple. But if the work 
was hard to be attempted under the impious Belſhaz- 
Zar, 1t ſeems now impoſhble under the terrible con- 

quering 


(3) 
quering Cyzr## - for what lenity could they expet to 
find in him, that had made ſuch dreadful havock in 
the City of Beby/oz 2 The Prophets to this diſcou- 
ragement oppoſed two Arguments : One, of God's 
Sovereignty, as 11 Zechariah, Chapt. 4. ver. 7. Who 
art thou, O great Mountain 2 ( thatis, Cyrus before 
Zorobabel thou ſhalt become a plain 3 he ſhall bring 
forth the bead-ſtone thereof with ſhoutings, crying, 
Grace, Graceunto it. The power and ſpirit of Cy- 
rs (eemed likea great Mountain in the way of their 
return, hard,tf not impoſſible tobe overcome; which 
yet through the Omnipotencie of God ſhould vanyſh, 
as to any reſiſtance and impediment to their Journey 
and work. The other Argument was from the Pro- 
pheſie of 1ſaiah, Chapt. 44. three laſt Verſes:That com- 
firmeth the word of his ſervant, and performeth the 
counſel of his Meſſengers : that ſaith to Jeruſalem, 
Thow. ſhalt be inhabited, and to the Cities of Judah, 
Ye ſhall: be built, and T will raiſe up the decayed pla- 
ces thereof + That ſaith to the deep, Be dry, and Twill 
dry up thy rivers : That ſaith of Cyrus, He is my foep- 
herd, and ſhall perform all my pleaſure, even ſaying to 
Jeruſalem: Thou ſhalt be built, and to the Temple,Thy 
foundation ſhall be laid. What greater encourage- 
ment could the people have, than ſo plain a Prophe- 
fie, apparently to be fulfilled about this time? but 
their minds, viz. of the Jews, were either enured to 
their bondage, or diſheartned by the inacceſtible Ma- 
jeſty of Cyras, {o, as they were much diſcouraged,and 
could: not tell what to do in that cauſe; when loe;the 
Almighty wrought tor them 3 and him whom they 


could not force, God made willing and free to their 
B 2 ſo 


| (4) 
ſo much deſired liberty. For God brought it to pals, 
that the King had a ſight of the Jews Law, and parti- 
cularly of the Prophelie of 7/aia4, Chapt. 44, and 45. 
( written two hundred and ten years before his time ) 
concerning: himſelf, When he heard it (lays Joſe-. 
?hux ) he was ſoaſtoniſhed at the Greatneſs and Ma- 
jeſty of God, and filled with admiration, and zeal to. 
fulfil what was foretold he ſhould perform concern- 
ing Jeruſalem and the Temple, that he wrote Letters 
to his Princes in all Aſa; Thas ſaith Cyrus, Seeing. 
God hath made me King of all the world,I do believe it 
is he whom the Jews worſhip : for he hath declared my 
name by. his Prophets, before T was born, and hath ſaid 
that Tſhall build his Temple in Jeruſalem, which zs in 
the Conntry of Judea. Then he made a Decree ( as 
m the firſt of Ezra-we have it ) for the return of the 
people of. the Jews to their Country : Upon which 
Zorobabel, with many whoſe ſpirits God:ſtirred up to 
the work, returned' to Jeruſalem; yet many others of 
the people, for their potleſſions or imployments ſake, 
ſtaid behind,and did not go up with the reſt of their 
Brethren.But this excellent Cyr lived not long, but 
ſoon after died in the profecution-of his Wars;ſfo as lit- 
tle was done in his time in the work of the Temple. At- 
ter Cyr#5,came Ahaſuerus,or Artaxerxes,who little fa- 
voured the work,ſo as their Enemies took encourage- 
ment to hinder it what they could:which kept it back 
all his time, which was about nine years.To him the 0f< 
ficers of the King,and the Jews enemies,accuſed them, 
for building a rebellious City, and factious Temple. 
The King believing the report, decreed: againſt the 
work, as 1n the 4th Chapter of Ezra,we have at large. 
| 50: 
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So as little was done whilſt he lived. He being cut of 
in the mid{t of his impiety by an eminent hand of 
God, Darius ſucceeded, who from a private condi- 
tion by the conſent of the Princes is ſaluted King of 
Perſ/a. Upon this change, the High Prieſt adviſeth 
Zorobabel to congratulate the Kings promotion, and 
ſollicite tor liberty and favour to carry on the Tem- 
ple-work. Zorobabel upon his appearance at Court 
15 admitted to favour, and 'made one of the Kings 
Guard 3 there he was informed of a Vow the King 
made before he came to. the Crown, viz. that it 
ever he obtained the Majeſty and Sovereignty of the 
Empire, he would canſe the Temple at Jernſalexz to 
be built, and the remaining Veſſels reſtored, and what 
ſhould be wanting given to: the work. This gave him 
ſome meouragement; but how to improve ithe knew 
not ;. when behold, the wonderful Providence of 
God, who boweth the Heavens,and is preſent to or- 
der the affairs and ſpirits of men, for the fulfilling: of 
his counſel and will in all things, made a plain.way 
' for him: for Dari#s having royally treated his Prin- 
ces, that night he could notleep; and as he lay. on 
his bed, diſcourling with his Guard, he gave to three 
of them, whereof Zarobabel was: one, three Queſti- 
{tions to declaim on the next day, making great pro- 
nies to him that ſhould bz adjudged the beſt learn- 
ed. The next day the King calling his- Princes toge- 
ther, heard their Orations, and all concluded for Zo- 
robabel. Then the King requircd him to ask what he 
would have. - He preſently anſwered, Oh King, all 
that I ask, 1s, that you would remember your promiſ2, 
and make good your Vory made before you came to 

the. 
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*the Crown, vis. that if ever you attained your Dig- 
nity, you would rebuild the Temple at Fernſalex, 
and reſtore the golden Veſlels taken away. The 
King hearing this, embraced him, and kiſſed him; and 
beſides many Honours conferred on him, gave him 
ample Letters to his Governours, for the carrying on 
the work, as in the 6th of Ezra, and to furaifh them 
with all things needful for the worſhip of God; That 
(as verſe the 10th) they may offer Sacrifices of ſweet 
{iavour unto God, and to pray for the life of the Kine, 
and for the life of his Sons. 

Thus I have given you a-glimpſe of God's care and 
Providence over his Church in her wilderneſs and 
captive condition : We come now to the words, in 
which the Phraſe muſt be a little opened. | 

Sacrifices were of divers kinds z and for its nature, 
it was mwrus fedevale, as one calls it, a federal gift, 
by. which, as the ſinner declared his fabjeftion and 
ſervice to God, ſo on the other hand God declared 
his acceptance of, and reconciliation towards the 
ſinner, and that he took him into his peculiar care 
and proteC&ion. Accordingly we find in Scripture, that 
Sacrifice was uſed as a Divine Rite of invocation or 
prayer to God ; So 1 Saxel, Chapt. 13. ver. 12.ſfays 
Saul, Therefore T ſaid,The Philiſtines will come down 
20w upon me to Gilgal, and I have not made ſupplica- 
tion tothe Lord: I forced my ſelf,therefore,and offe- 
red a burnt-offering.So Pſalm 116.1 will take the cup 
of Salvation, and call on the Name of the Lord. The 
cup of Salvation is that drink-offering which was 
poured upon the Sacrifice, while they were calling on, 


or praying to the Lord 3 ſo that ſacrificing was a 
| kind 
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kind of praying, typically including the ground of 
prayer and hope : for what ground can there be for 
prayer,but the Covenant and promiſe of God ? or of 
hope to receive from God, but by the pardon of ſin? 
for how can atiy man ſuppoſe that God ſhould bleſs 
him according to his prayers, while he is under guilt 
and irremiſſion of fin, and God irreconciled unto 
him ? So that Sacrifice here isa Rite of Tuvocation 
and Prayer ; and with us, prayer in the Name of 
Chriſt, is the ſame in effe& with what Sacrifices of 
{weet Odours were to them. 

The life of the King ; That 1s, the preſervation of 
his natural life, the welfare of his Afﬀairs and Go- 
vetnment 3 and of his Sons, viz. the welfare of his 
Family, the preſervation of his Succeſlors. 

This ſhall ſuffice for the opening of the Phraſe ; 
come we now to the Obſervations. ; 

Conſider the favour of Darixs as an effect of his. 
Vow, and the Obſervation will be 

Obſ. That where the fear of God is 1n the heart of 
man, Of any religious regard toward God, his Vows 
and Promifes of Obedience fthall be - duly and faith- 
fully kept and performed ; though they are not im- 
mediately fulfilled; yet they ſhall not always be laid 
by and forgotten. This great Darizs having made a. 
Vow to reftore God's people the Jews to their hber- 
ty Civil and Religious, though for fome Reaſons of 
State, or the neceflity of preſent affarrs ſo requiring 
it, or the defect of his memory, he tor a ſhort time 
falfilled not this generous Vow, yet heowned it, and 
took thankfully the remembrance of it ; and God {0 
ordering it, made his Princes and Captains ſee how 
much 


| (8) 
much he was bound in point of honour to-God-and 
himſelf to make good his word. 

2. 0bſ. Secondly, Obſerve, that where the fear of 
God is, there will be a religious calling upon -God, in 
entrance of any ſolemn work civil or divine : So Ja- 
cob when he went to his Uncle Laban, ſought to God 
for ſupply, as his Vow unports; and when he return- 
ed, for fear of his Brother E/ax, how he wraſtled 
with God ! And Dar; here, entring as it were upon 
his great work of Government, ſeeks to God by his 
people the Jews for a bleſſing. 

3. 0bſ. Thirdly, Obſerve, That the clemencie and 
beneficence of the King,and Governours under him, 
15 a great obligation upon the minds of people to du- 
ty and obedience. It is an old Maxime, that Prote@70 
trabit Allegiantiam, that ProteCtion doth draw. Alle- 
giance ; the more- generouſly any Prince preferveth 
the due liberty and welfare of the Subjects, the more 
fully will their minds embrace his Government, and 
they become duly obſervant of him. Ir was fit for 
the mouth of an Heathen, Tiberis,to ſay, When Iam 
dead,let the world be mingled with fire 5 Or, of an im- 
pious Caligula, Let men hate me, ſo they fear me. 

'Tis true, ſeverity and roughneſs ſeem to become 
Sovereignty and Greatneſs; but the common product 
& effect of it 1s, ſecretly to caſt the minds into extreme 
deſpair,and conſequently to give diſturbance and un- 
ſettlement to Government. This Rehoboam knew to 
his:coſt,when for his ſeverity ten Tribes revolted with 
Jeroboam from the houle of David. Clemencie is the 
moſt Orient Pearl in the Crown; there is no cord 
draws and binds more firmly and ſurcly than that of 
love ; 
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love : for as Solomon hath it, Prov. Chapt. 20. ver, 
.28. Mercy and Truth preſerve the King, and his 


Throne is eſtabliſhed by Mercy. 

But I ſhall paſs theſe things, and ſpeak to four 
Truths, of which the Kings mind ſeemed to be con- 
vinced. 


1. Firft, That Kings and Governours that - haye 
great things upon their hands, ſtand in great need of 


Prayer : If mean men in their private attairs and dif- 
ficulties of lite, which are but of a narrow compaſs, 
ſtand in need of Prayers 3 how much more Kings, 
Parliaments, and Inferiour Governours, that have the 
burden and weight of Government upon their 
ſhoulders ? Therefore Darixs with an humble great- 
neſs declared his own infufficiencie, either for prote- 
&:on,or right management of the power which God 
had put into his hand, by his calling for Prayer. As 
ithehad ſaid, Let the world know, and do yeall my 
people ſee, that I ſtand inneed of Prayer, that I may 
obtain the Divine help and affiftance of God upon 
my Throne. But take it particularly. 

Reaſ. 1. They ſtand in need of Prayer, becaule it 
is hard work to Govern well; very hard work where 
the mind is faithful in the diſcharge of it ; the diſ- 
quieting thoughts and macerating carcs that attend 
the mind of Governours, how much co they hinder 
thoſe common contents and eaſe of this lite, that o- 
thers enjoy 2 Weare all taken with the glittering 
ſhew of Royalty , but do not ſee the thorns that 
Crowns are lined with ; how the King as'a civil fa- 
ther ſhould anſwer the variety of per{ivaſions, inte- 
reſts, diſpoſitions an4 delires of his people, and _ 
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all within the bounds of peace. SnbjeQtion and Loy- 
alty is no eaſie thing without God's aſhiſtance. 'Tis 
true, that in a Halcyon and proſperous time, Govern- 
ment ſeems eaſie and deſirable to every one ; but to 
ſtand at the Helm in a ſtormy day, when the bluſte- 
ring contradictions of Afﬀairs make all tremble,when 
the very Foundations are as it were out of 
courſe; itis no caſte thing then to ſecure the wel- 
fare of a Kingdom, and reduce its affairs toa ſtate of 
peace and quietneſs. This ſhews how much the King 
and thoſe in Government want Prayer. | 

Reaſ. 2. Secondly, They want Prayer for prote- 
ction; for great Eminencies have always their great 
dangers : certainly, there is no fort of men more ex- 
poſed to danger than they, on whom the weight 
of Government moſt lieth ; the Chriſtian Gover- 
nors who ſet their faces againſt ſin and wickedneſs, 
againſt Popery and prophaneneſs. It 1s hard to ma- 
nage Rule and Power without prejudicing ſome In- 
tereſt, and diſtaſting ſome ſorts of perſons, to the rai. 
ſing diſatftetions and diſcontents in their minds, 
which by Romiſh Principles of Religion will be im- 
proved to one miſchief or other to the King or Nati- 


on. You have heard, and I hope it 15 remembred_ 


with deteſtation to the 1mpious Principles of the Je- 
ſuites, who plotted; and by their Agents endeavoured 
to introduce the Romiſh Religion, through the ruine 
of our Government and Governours, by plotting to 
blow up with Gun-powder the King, the Prince, the 
Lords and Commons then aflembled in Parliament; 
all which they puxpoſed and endeavoured. but God 


1m mercy to this Nation prevented them:which ſpeaks. 
that 
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II 
taat Kings and Governours do need Prayers for 
their protection and ſafety. : 

Reaſ. 3. Thirdly , Becauſe their affairs concern 
more than themſelves, and conſequently the unhap- 
py iſſues and events of their failings take hold of 
more than themſelves; yea, the erin failings of 
thoſe in Government are of a publike import and 
conſequence z as you know when $8axl flew the Gi- 
beonites in his zeal, how God plagued the Nation 
of the Jews for it : So when David numbred the 
people, God brought a fore Judgment upon the Land 
for that ſin; and for his ſin in the matter of Uriah, 
though a perſonal failing, yet the Lord ſuffered the 
unnatural Rebellion of Abſalom to break out,to the 
trouble of the whole Land : fo that the failings of 
thoſe that are in Authority, relate to more*than 
themſelves, therefore we had need pray that God 
would be with them in their great Affairs, in which 
they cannot miſcarry,but the Nation at leaſt muſt feel 
It, if not mourn deeply under it. 

4. Fourthly, Pray that they in Authority may 


' attain the true ends of Government. There 1s no- 


thing higher and greater among men, than Hunzare 
Sovereignty, which God hath not ſet in the world 
for a vain ſhew, or given it to men, that they might 
lord it over their fellow-creatures : But God hath ſet 
Kings and Parliaments,and every kind of Governour 
in the world for his own glory, and the good of man- 
kind, to ſeek and endeavour the proſperity, riches 
and honour of a Natiop 3 that the true Religion be 
maintained ; that vice and wickedneſs be diſcoura- 


ged,and vertue and goodneſs be countenanced 3 that 
C 2 Trad 


12) 


the likg are the noble ends of Government, and things 

worthy the care of Kings and Governours wane 4 
cute and promote : they therefore need Prayer, that 
they may not come ſhort of the generous and no- 
ble ends of their being. 

5. Fifthly, They want Prayer, becauſe they- have 
great temptations, much greater than other men meet 
with : all temptations give a trial to- men., much 
more thoſe that are backt with power. There is no 
Greatneſs but hath its Temptation 3; Riches are a 
temptation to Luxury, to exceſſes of converſation ; 
Power and Greatneſs a Temptation.to Pride, to In- 
juſtice and Oppreſſion : But beſides theſe and the 
like, Kings, and thoſe in. Authority have the Temp- 
tations of their evil Councellours or Flatterers, theſe 
make it their buſineſs to inſinuate and diſtil npon the 
mind of theKing,either evil Principles,or falſe reports, 
to the debauching his underſtanding, torender him 
negligent of his duty, or confident in that which is 
evil.. Saul had always thoſe about him that traduced 
and accuſed David, fo as to ſtir up and provoke his 
rage againſt him z which gave no ſmall diſturbance to 
himſelf and the Nation : We had need therefore pra 
that God would diſabuſe and free the mind of the 
King and thoſe in Authority from ſuch entangling 
and miſleading counſels. 

Uſe. For Ute : See then the reaſon of the Apoſtles 
exhortation, I Tizz. 2.2. Let prayers and ſupplicati- 
ons with thanksgiving be made for all men, eſpecially 
for Kings, and thoſe in Authority, that under then 
we may lead a quiet and peaceable life, in all godlineſi 


and 


Trade beduly cheriſht and encouraged. Theſe and 
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aud honeſty. This is a great duty in'order to our - 
well-being as men, and as Chriſtians ; which doth not 
depend upon the well-doing of Governours, but is 
founded upon the Sovereign will of God, as in the 
third verſe: For this is good and acceptable in the fight 
of Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. So that this is not a matter 
left to our liberty and choice, but a duty, the negle& 
whereof is not only a deviation from the Rule which 
God hath ſet us to walk by, but an implicite endea- 
vour to throw the Nation into diſturbance and dil- 
order : for if Governours be ſet in the world for the 
good of mankind, and Prayer bring any advantage or 
benefit to them, we cannot withhold our Prayers for 
them, without prejudicing: the Nations peace aud 
welfare. Again, pray that ye may help them intheir 
work : For, as we help the King with our money ; {o 
alſo with our Prayers ; which ſpeaks the wonderful 
wiſdom of Cod, in making every part of the world a 
tributary to the whole, by which it confiſteth : for 
as Kings and Governours do help us in point of pro- 
tection, and the preſervation of right tous; ſo we 
do or may help,by our Prayers to God, the King up- 
on the Throne, the Parliament in framing Laws, the 
Judge in giving Sentence upon the Bench 3 therefore 
pray for them. 

2. Obſerve in the ſecoud place, That God anly 
can blefs and proſper Kings and Rulers of the world. 
This is a great Truth, of which the mind of our Da-- 

rizs in the Text ſeems to be convinced, that God only 
could make the Sword in his hand powerful and pro- 
ſperous, victorious and ſucceſsful: That they may pray, 


 &c. as ifhe had ſaid, Ler God be ſought 3 for itis he 
only 


(14) 

only that clotheth me with happineſs. This the Scrip- 
ture declareth, Proverbs 8th the 14 and 15 Verſe : 
Connſel is mine, & ſound wiſdom: T am underſtand- 
ing, T am ſtrength ( ſpoken of Chriſt,in whoſe hand 
God hath lodged all power )) ſays he, By me Kings 
reign, and Princes decree Juſtice, By me Princes rule, 
and Nobles, even all the Rulers of the earth. Sothat 
the right and ſucceſsful (waying the Scepter is of God; 
yea, the wiſdom which capacitates and fits great 
Ones, for their high and noble Employments, 1s of 
God, and ſo are the beautiful effects of Wiſdom his 
alſo ; for were the Kings Councellors for wiſdom like 
the Angels of God, yet if God be not in all their 
Councels,to guide their thoughts, and govern their 
debates, their iſſues would ſoon entangle the Natt- 
on. Though Parliaments conſiſt of wiſe, experienced 
and faithful men, yet it is of God that they decree Ju- 
ftice and Righteouſneſs. This 1s the God that gui- 
ded Davidin all his ſtraights;that ordered his leaving 
Jeruſalem (when —_ rebelled ) for his preſer- 
vation : It is he that left Abſalom to chooſe the coun- 
cel of Huſhai to his confuſion, that he might puniſh 
him for his diſloyalty and rebellion againſt the King 
his Father, and bring upon his head the blood of his 
brother A»207, whom he flew in his revengefal rage. 
This is he that draws the Sword of War, and gives it 
commiſhon to drink blood, ſo as none can ſtay it, and 
make peace; this 1s he that puts the Sword up into 
the ſcabbard, ſo as none ſhall give diſturbance ; this 
is the Lord of the whole earth, in whoſe hands are all 
the iſſues and events of affairs and undertakings of 
men 3 ſo that it is not 1n the power of men, of King 

and 
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and Parliament, of Armies or Navies, to proſper and 
make happy; they are but inſtruments at the beſt, the 
bleſſing 1s from the Lord. The Utle of this is, 

t. Firſt, Then learn where to leave and lodge the 
publike affairs of the Nation, even in the hand of the 
Almighty. There are many things dear and precious 
to you, and are much upon your heart, as the mainte- 
nance of the true Proteſtant faith, the excluſion of 
Popery, the encreaſe of Trade, the preſervation of 
juſt Rights and Liberties, the upholding the Honour 
of the Nation abroad, and the like: now who but 
God can give theſe toa people? Go then to God by 
faſting and prayer,humbly in regard of fin ; in Faith, 
conſidering his promiſe, believing that God, and he 
only, can make us an happy people; happy in. our 
King, happy 1n our Parliament; commit them by faith 
and prayer to the Grace and afliſtance of God. Hath 
God committed Government by his-Providence and 
appointment to them ? do you commit them to God: 
For if God be not with them, they cannot proſper. It 
was not for nothing that J/oſes was ſo importunate 
with God for his preſence, ſaying, Lord, if thy pre- 
ſence go not with #2, carry #s notup hence; for with- 
out thee we cannot go on 1n ſafety. This 1s a great peo- 
ple,and who can keep us right but thy {elf 2 therefore 
let thy preſence go with us. Oh! then, what diſcon- 
tents, jealouſies and fears may be that ariſe in your 
mind, let them fend you to God, drive you to the 
Throne of Grace. Alas! itis in vain for Rachel to: 
be angry and chide with her huſband Jacob for chil- 
dren 3 God muſt open her womb, or ſhe muſt. die 11 
her barrenneſs. *Tis true, as there are inſtruments vt 


bleſſin2s, 
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bleſſings, ſo of evils and puniſhments to a Nation; but 
our eye ſhould not be ſo much upon them, as upon 
God.trom whom every good and evil cometh. Thus 
David quieted his ſpirit in the caſe of $hizzez's cur- 
ſings ; and this would not a little conduce to 'the 
quictneſs and peace of a Nation under crofles and e- 
vils that come upon us for our fin. The woman with 
her bloody iſſue may ſpend all her ſubſtance uponPhy- 
ſitians;bur it is God muſt limit her diſtemper,it is God 
alone that can cure her;ſhe muſt come to Chriſt,or dic 
in her diſeaſe. It 1s not the high wall of treaſure,nor the 
long Sword of Power,that can deliver or ſecure a Na- 
tion, Then donot make Kirgs or Parliaments, forein 
Alliancies, Armies, or Navies, your ſtrength ; for God 
many times blaſts that we confide moſt in, that we 
might leara where to confide and truſt : So the Lord 
called 1/rael to re-mind the diſappointment of their 
leaning upon Aſſyria, Hoſ. 5. ver. 13. IWhen E- 
phraim ſaw his ſickneſs, and Judah ſaw his wound, 
#hen went Ephraim to the Aſſyrian, and ſent to King 
Jareb, yet could he not heal you, nor cure you of your 
wound, When God brought them into a ſtreight,they 


made the Ailyrian their Jareb or Saviour; by him. 


they reckoned they (honld fave themſelves, or ſubdue 
their enemies. But, ſays God, hz could not help 
you, ye are wounded and weak {till. When ſhall we 
learn to ſan&tifie God's Sovereignty by an humble and 
fiducial reliance upon him 1n all our ſtreights and 
difficulties, and ſay as returning Ephrair, Fer. 3. 
ver. 23. when God faith, Return you back-ſliding 
children, and Twill heal your back-ſlidings ;, Behold, 
ſay they, we come to thee, for thou art the Lord our 

God, 


wy 
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God. Mark, what follows : Truly, i: vain is Salvati- 


"pe locked for from the hills,and from the mountains ; 


Truly, in the Lord our God is the Salvation of Iſrael. 
Oh ! that we could fiducially fay foof Erglard'; In 
the Lord our God is the Salvation of Er-gland. 

2. The ſecond Uſe is, That we would pray that 
God would keep this great Truth upon the heart of 
our Sovereige King, and his Councellors, alſo upon 
the heart of the Honourable Truſtees of the Nation 
aſſembled in Parliament 3 That God only can bleſs 
Governours , and make their work proſperous in 
their hand. Certainly, the more ſuch a Perſwafion 
taketh hold and prevaileth upon the minds of men, 
the more they will endeavour to ſanftifie the Name 
of God, either by doing vertuous and worthy a&ti- 
ons, or avoiding that which 1s unrighteous and un- 
juſt, knowing, that the Throne is only eſtabliſhed in 
righteouſneſs. Sirs, by a little conſideration of affairs 
in all ages, you may take notice how God hath con- 
teſted and itriven with the world about the Honour 
of his Name and Sovereignty : this 1s the main and 
great Reaſon of the woodebal and ſtrange Revolu- 
tions and Changes of the Afﬀeairs, States, Govern- 
ments and Kingdoms in the world ; namely, the Ho- 


'nour of God. He hath left ſuch Prints and Chara- 


ers of his Majeſty and Sovereignty upon the affairs 
of men, That they may know' he1s God, and ru- 
leth in the Kingdom of men 3 and that men, what- 
ever their appearances and bluſterings here below 
ate, do make but a vain ſhew ; they cannot ſtop the 
Counſel of God, nor the effeting of his will in any 


thing, who ſhall certainly do whatever he hath faid 
_- Or 


or determined. This Do&rine we have fn Eccleſa- 
ſtes the 8th, verle 14. I krow that whatſoever God 
doth, it ſhall be for ever, nothing can be put to it, nor 
any thing taken from it; and God doth it, that men 
ſhould fear before him + That 1s, it tsnot in man to 


alter any courſe of Afﬀairs which God hath ſer ; but 
1t ſhall run in a conſtant courſe, like a mighty river 


that cannot be reſiſted ; thus it ſhall be for.ever : and 
if God will bleſs a Nation, and multiply its comforts 
and proſperity, none ſhall be able to break the hedge 
of his Providence, or leſſen the heap of bleſlings 
which he hath given:or if he will bring a curſe and ca- 
lamity upon a people, it is not in the power of man 
further than God will uſe him as an inſtrument,to add 


to the affliction, nor can he help and deliver from the 


trouble, no nor mitigate or leflen it in the leaſt degree, 
whatever we may think. The reaſon of allis given, 
viz. That men ſhould fear before him 5 as if he had 


ſaid, They will not fear me, but the Creature, if it |. 


were able to make any alteration either for good or 
evil, Thus God would have all men fanctifie his 
Name, by having ſuch thoughts of him 1n their minds; 
And he ſeems to beſpeak the world at this day by hr 
Providence, as he did un the 46th Pſalm, verſe 8, g, 
ID. Come, behold, the works of the Lord, what deſola- 
tion he hath matle in the earth : He maketh wars to: 
ceaſe unto the end of the earth ; he breaketh the bow, 
and cutteth the ſpear in ſunder, he burneth the cha- 
riot-in the fire « Be ſlill, and know that I am God, I 
will.be exalted among the Heathen, Twill be exalted in 
#he.carth.. What a majeſtical Challenge is this of 


God, beſpeaking the whole world in point of his 
Honour 


—_— 
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Honour. Oh ! pray that God would powerfulty 
initil this upon the mind of the Great Ones of our 
_ that they alſo may ſandifie his great Name 
ar1gnt. 

| F A third Obſervation or Truth which ſeemed to 
be upon the heart of our Darizs here is, That as God 
only can bleſs us, ſo God will be worſhipt of us, and 
ſought to by Prayer for thoſe bleſitngs we ſtand in 
need of, *Tis true, God can bleſs us without our 
aſking, but he will be ſanified in the way of his 


| diſpenfations. There is no rational expetance to be 


had of Gad's bleſſings, but in the way which him- 
ſelf hath ſet and appointed, viz. the way of Prayer : 
the Heathens were much convinced- of this, that no 
good thing could be obtained of their Gods, but by 
Sacrifice 3 which, as we have ſhewed, was a Rite of 
Invocation or Prayer; therefore in all their ſolemn 
attempts and motions, {till they began with Sacrifice, 
mr their Gods to be propitious to their de- 
ſigns, and give ſucceſs to their noble and high enter- 
priſes. And if the light of Nature evidence fo 
much Religion and regard to God, How much more 
ſhould Chriſtian. Religion teach us to ſeek God in. 
all our undertakings and concernments relating to our 
private, or the publike affairs of the Nation 2 For 
though God's mind is always inclined through free 
Grace to do good to mankind, yet tor the honour 
of his Name, it ſhall be in a way of ſanctifying his. 
Ordinances and Appointments ; therefore ſays the 
Apoſtle, Let your requeſts be made known to God;not as 
ifGod nceded our relation or diſcovery of our wants 
to him ; No, he knows our wants before we ask ; but 

D 2 by 
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by our aſking of God, we declare our dependance 
upon him, and recognize or — his Sove- 
reignty over us: nor do-ourPrayers make a'change 
in the Counſels and purpoſes of God ; but they ma- 
ny times make a change in our minds, when there- 
by our hearts are wrought to be more humble in pa- 
tience and ſubmiſſion, more believing in quietins: 
our minds, in reſting upon'the Promiſes of God s 
Grace; for God hath annexed great promiſes of good 
to thoſe that call upon him : Call upore ze, ſays he, in - 
the day of trouble, and T will hear you; tor your Na- 
tion, for your families, or as we have it in-1 Chroni- 
cles 17. T4. If my people which are called by my 
Name, ſhall humble themſelves, and.pray, and ſeeh my 
face, and return from their wicked ways, then will I 
hear from heaven, and will forgive their ſin, and will 
heal their land. So that the, greatand good things 
which-God hath promiſed, are ſtill with reference to 
the way of Prayer ; therefore Jeremiah 29, verſe 11. 


faith the Lord by his Prophet, For I kzow the thoughts |. 


that T think towards you, ſaiththe Lord, thoughts of 
peace and not of evil, to give you an expe#ed end ; 
then fhall you call upon me, and you ſhall go and pray 
#0 me, and Twill hearken to you. When. you would 
have an end of wars, the way 1s to go to God by Pray- 
er; for God wi)l be ſought to, whatever his thoughts 
that in every thing his Name may be honour- 
ed. 

Uſe. Now for Uſe : This ſhews the Holineſs of 
Prayer 3 how much it tends to God's Honour, that 
his Creatures do in all the affairs of their life, com- 
mit and commend themſelves to Gad by Prayer. As 

alſo. 
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atfo it ſhews the uſefulneſs of Prayer to us, How 
great a help it is either to our affairs, or our mind in 
all our ſtreights : This is the golden Key that unlocks 
the Treaſury of Gods Alſuffictencie, and gives us to 
ſee that there are more with-us than againſt us ; this 
is the Bucket that fetches up water of life, in the wijk- 
derneſs of our extremities and neceſſities, and brings 
relief and refreſhment to the mind of man +; when no- 
thing elſe will quiet his ſpirit, this will. Oh! then 
roul all your burdens upon the Lord ; the burden of 
national Affairs, of family affairs, or of your par- 
ticular concernments, which will anſwer one end 
of affiictions; for when God ſends a Famine, or 
Plague, or War, or any other diſturbance upon a 
Nation or People, it is, that we might ſeek unto 
God, who ſtands ready to be entreated by a Reform- 
ing people ; he waits that he might be gracious to 
ſuch a people, who obſerve every Call of. God to du- 
ty, and rightly interpret every Voice to-its proper 
end and intendment; Of Judgments, to a fervent 
praying and ſtriving: with God to- remove them. Of 
Sin, to humiliation, and beſeeching God to divert his 
impending wrath, and prevent the ruine of the Nati- 
on. Of the want of this God complained, Ezek. 22. 
ver. 29, Zo. The people of the Land have uſed oppreſ- 


fron, and exerciſed robbery, and: have vexed the poor 


and needy; yea, they have oppreſſed the ſtranger 
wrongfully. and T ſought for a-man among them to 


; ſtand in the gap before me for the Land, but I found 


zone. See what follows : Therefore have I poured out 
mine indignation upon them, Thave conſumed thens. 
with the fire of mry wrath, their own way have Tre- 

compenſed. 
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compenſed upon their head, ſaith the Lord. $0 that 
when the voice of injuſtice and wickedneſs cried a- 
gain{t 7/+-ael, becauſe none was found to plead with. 
God ; Oh! how 1ll it went with them ! Sin opens a 
gap for a fiood of wrath to break in upan a people ; 
and when a Voice of Atheiſm, Prophaneſs, and unpa- 
rallel'd Impicties are heard in our Land, what but a 
way of Prayer and humiliation can produce any ſe- 
curity for the Nation.Oh ! then ſeek to the Lord that 

he would purge the Land in Mercy, not jn Judg- 
ment 3 Let not the Lord ſay, I ſought for a man to 
ſtand in the gap, and turn away my wrath from E:- 
gland, and found none. Think of this you that live 
without Prayer, in whoſe Family the Voice of Pray- 
er is not heard. How little do you ſerve the Publike 
good of the Nation ? Whom doth God threaten 
with his fury, but the Families that call'd not on his 
Name ? How will the men of Nizeveh riſe up in 
Judgment againſt ſuch a Generation, who when they 
heard but the threatnings of wrath, fell to praying 
and faſting, Jonah 3. verle 5. So the people of Nineveh 
believed God, and proclaimed a Faſt, and put on ſack- 
cloth, from the-greateſt of them to the leaſt, Andin 

ver. 8. Let man.and beaſt be covered with ſackcloth, 

and cry mightily to God ;, yea, bet them turn every one 

from his evil way, and from the iniquity that js in 
their hands. And verle 9. For who can: tell if God 

will turn and rvepent,and turn away from his fierce an- 

ger,aud we periſh.not £ Oblerve what eminent ſucceſs 

they found 1n the way of God, as verle 10. Ard God 

ſaw their works, that they turned from their evil 
ways, and God repented of the evil that he had PRE 
e 


. 
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he would do to them, anddid it not. This, and 
what elſe is written, 1s written for -our inſ{traci- 
on ; and what cauſe ſhall we have to be ſilent for e- 
ver before the Lord, if after all ſmitings and admoni- 
tions, paſt or preſent troubles, we turn not to the 
Lord, and ſeck to him for pardon and help, when the 
Lord ſhall avenge himſelf upon us to the full : oh 
then ! let us take that way God hath appointed for 
deliverance and proſperity. 

4. But in the laſt place, there is another Truth 
that ſeemed to be upon the heart of this great Da- 
ri#s ; and that is, | 

Do&F. That God will be entreated only by his Ser- 
vants. Says he, That they my pray for the life of the 
King. They, that 1s, the Seryants of the living God, 
the Children of God, they are moſt like to do good 
at Prayer to God for me, for God is entreated qnly 
of his Servants. But who are thoſe Servants of 
whom-only God will be entreated ? 

I. They are oppoſed to Atheiſts, who ſay, There 
is no God. The Scripture ſaith, He that comes to God 
muſt believe that God is 3, That is eſſential to Prayer ;_ 
the contrary cuts off, and deſtroys the very eflence 
of Prayer : So that not Atheiſts, but they that be- 
heve there is a God, and that he is a rewardet of 
them that diligently ſeek him, thall prevail with God 
in Prayer. | 

2. Secondly, The Servants of God ate oppoſed 
to Idolaters, that worſhip falſe Gods : Let every one 
go to hisown God; now he that ſerves the God of 
Heaven and earth is moſt like to prevail with this 


Go. The Prieſts of Baal they cry'd to Baz/, and 
the 
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the Heathens in the (hip with Jonah, ory to their 
God ; but Elijahor Jonah could only, prevail with 
the God of Iirael 3 and who are moſt like to prevatl 
with that God, but they that truly worthip him? O- 
therwile the Prayers of a Heathen, that worſhip the 
Sun and Moon, might prevail as much as ours. 

3. Thirdly, They are oppoſed to impious and pro- 
fane ones. There are a Generation of fuch in the 
wor!d, who by their wicked lives confute their Relt- 
gion, and their Chriſtian name, and Prayers. If a 
Heathen ſhould hear their words, and 'ſee their a&i- 
ons and manner of living, it would make them think 
either there 5no God, orthat the God ofthe Chri- 
ſtians is a- falſe God 3 of ſuch it 1s ſaid, That the 
_ of the wicked are an abomination to the 
Lord. 

4. Laſtly, They are.oppoſcd to Unbelievers ; Chriſt 
being the Object of Faith, who- 1s the Way,the Truth, 
and the Life; through whoſe Namealone we are wel- 
come to God : As Chriſt ſaith, Whatever ye ask 7 
my Name believingly, it ſhall be granted to yon. And 
again, There js no Name under Heaven whereby we can 
be ſaved, but the Name of Jeſus Chriſt only. So that 
without Faith in-his Name, whereby any one accepts 
and depends upon Chrift as a Saviour and Deliverer, 
he cannot expect to prevail with God in Prayer; God 
will be entreated only of thoſe who have by Faith 
embraced the Lord Jeſus, whom the Goſpel by the 
appointment of God holds forth to be a Saviour to 
loſt finners : otherwiſe the Prayers of a Turk would' 
be as acceptabie to God, as the Prayers of a Chri- 


ſtian 3 Nay, the Prayers of a Jew, who Ry 
ceny 


aw_— ca a wm.  . 
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for you, for bimwiÞ I accept, 
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deny Chriſt to be come in the fleſh, may do as much 
in Heaven, as the Prayers of qne whe ſavingly be- 
lieves in Chriſt : Noe, ſuch ſhall one day know that 
there 15 one, and but one true God, and that Jeſus 
Chriſt his Son is the appointed way of Salvation, and 
'that they-only who truly believe on him, to a recej- 
vingthe Kingdom of his Spirit and Grace in their 

;hearts, to regeneration and holineſs, are thaſe Ser- 
yants of whom God will be catreated in mercy, ei- 
ther for publike or priyate bleſſings. Toelear this, 
I could give you many inſtances; take only two. or 

'three, When God laid a Judgement upon the fa- 
mily of Abimelech, faith God tg him, Ga to fbra- 

bam, for he is a Prophet, he ſhall pray for you, him 
I will hear. And in the laſt Chapter of Job, ver.38; 

Therefore take unto you now ſeven bulfocks aud ſever 
rams, eud go ta my feruant Job, aud affer up for your 
ſelves @ burut-offering,, and my ſeruant Jab ſball pray 
yr deal with you after 
your folly, in that ye have tot ſpoken of we the thing 
that 7s right.like my ſervant Job, Haw unexpected was 
this to theſe men, that this _— Jab,whom they 
endeavored ſo much to convict of hypacrifiets aoly 
accepted of God, and to him they mult ga to pray 
and cntreat Ged for them ? So, though Jerexeiah was 
2 man of ſorrows, and much deſpiſed of all farts in 
his tire, yet the time came when Zedekjab the King 
ſent his honourable Meſſengers to Jerevplaying,Proy 

- naw. wks; the Lord our God far v1.25 in Jer.37-yerle 3. 
Se we read in the As cancerning the Jews, however 
they had deſpifed the Lord of Life, 2s alla his Apa- 

ſtles, yet being convinged of their fin and loſt condi- 


tlON 
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tion by their Miniſtery and Preaching, they came' to 
thoſe deſpiſed Apoſtles, crying out i bitrernef of ſpi- 
rit, Mer and Brethren , what ſhall we do £ So the 
Goaler ye read of inthe AFs, whono doubt helped 
on the perſecution of the Apoſtles by his rude and 
courle uſage ; yet when God broke in upon his Sout 
with a mighty convincing and aſtoniſhing power, he 
came trembling to thoſe very men, whom he had 
not long before put in the ſtocks, crying out, S7rs; 
What muſt I do to be ſaved 2 Theſe in{tances ſhall ſuf- 
fice to ſhew ns, that God is only entreated by his 
Servants; and that whoſe perſons are accepted in 
Chriſt, their Prayers only are powerful with God. | 
might give ſeveral Reaſons-for this : But I haſten to 
the Ute: | 

U/e. Firſt, If ſo, then I beſeech you learn to prize 
holineſs and godlineſs: for though no man 1s accepted 
tor his holineſs, yet no man without holinefs ſhall 
ever ſee God,' or be accepted 'of God. Let not your 
eye be upon what the World magnifies, but up- 
on what God: delights: in. For that which is in. 
high eſteem with men , may be an- abomination: 


with God : all the Dignities of this world cannot = 


give you the worth that Godlineſs will put upon you ; 
this makes a man weigh downa thouſand of the Sons. 
of Belial: Wicked and prophane wretches are as the 
droſs of the earth, while the Godly Chriſtian is as 


gold in God's ſight 5 God will only beentreated: of 


ſuch : Oh ! then give Godlinefs its due honour. and 
regard : Let all ſcoffing 7hmaels take heed they:be 
not found guilty and anfwerable at the great day of 


Judgment, for abaſing and abuſipg that which m 
w 
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will honour, and takes more pleaſure in than in any 
thing beſides here below. . There are many, too ma- 
ny tor the welfare of the Nation, who do not only. . 
take pleaſure in an impious looſneſs of Converſation, 
but1n railing and ſcoffing vent their fooliſh malice a- 
[9-56 rel!giouſneſs, purity, and {trictnels of lite : let 
uch take heed, for in ſo doing they fight againſt God, 
who ſets a value upan his Holy Ones, that tremble at 
his word, and will hear them, when all the earth 
ſhall be (ilent before him. 

2. Secondly, Let it invite you all this day that 
are out of Chriſt, to come in and accept of him and 
his ways : this priviledge and honor will one day be 
conſiderable to you ; to which you can never attain, 
but by eſpouſing Chriſt, his intereſt, & ways,by Faith. 

3. Thirdly, Then you that have an intereſt in 
God, and acceptance through Chriſt, improve it at 
the Throne of Grace, for the King and all that are 11 
Authority z who knows-what Judgments you may 
divert, what bleſſings you may draw down upon the 
Nation ? Lyther was ſo great an admirer of Prayer, 
that he almoſt called it Oz-nipotert. Prayer is not for 
a private uſe only,but for a publike good. As Trading 
men uſe their Treaſures for advantage and gain to 
themſelves and others, ſo- do you 1mprove your 
Grace and heavealy Intereſt, ſo as the Nation may 
fare the better for you, by the fervencie and power- 
fulneſs of yon1r Prayers for the King, Parliament, and 
thoſe that huve lawtul Authority in their hauds: let 
it appear who is your Father, of what Family, and of 
what f{piritye are ; that ye may give a proof to the 
world of the Divinity of thoſe Principles and Perſwa- 
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Hons you adhere to fo ſtrictly. Thus God's people in 
all fortner titties havedone : So Jerhoniae in his Cap- 
tive ſtate, cauſed a ColleRion of money to be ſows 1 


and fent it to Jernſalew, with a Letter, ſaying, We 


_ on money-to buy ſatrifices of meat-offerings- 
and drink-offerings , and ſweet odours, that ye may 


offer then npon the Altar that is at Jernſalem, and 


pray for the life of Nebuthadnezz.ar, and for the liſe 
of Belteſhaz2.xr his ſon, that their days on earth may 


be as the days. of Heaven:. Thus he ſeemed to ap- 


prove the Divinity and Innocencie of that: Religion. 


they profeſſed, which however it differed from, or 


contradicted the Babylomſh Idolatry, yet was not in-- 
conſiſtent with, but uſeful to their Civil State and. 


Governttent.. And Cyprian being accuſed of Rebel- 
lion, makes this the proof his- mnocencie, ſaying, 


How can that be ? for the world knows that we- 
pray for. the King, and the welfare - of. his Govern-- 
72 in. his Apology for the Chri- 


ment.. So 7 
ſtians in his titne, gives this as a provt that the Chri- 


ftian Religion was -a holy and peaceable Religion :. 


for, faith he, in our Prayers we ſeek God for the life 
of the Emperoyr, for his proſperous {tate and reign 3 


tharGod would pive him a quiet houſe, wiſe Coun-: 


celtors, atd valiant Souldiers-:: And how agreeable 


1s this to the - Dodrine of:the Sctiptures mentioned 


before > Aduty not only acceptable to Governours, 
but alſo to our Lord and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. Oh! 
then pray and cry earneſtly to God for thoſe that are 


over us, That in: their peace ye may bave peare, and: 
that neder them ye may Jead a mmiet life, in all godti- 


/ 4. Ofc. 


nefs-andl honeſty. 
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4- Oſe. Fourthly, Then be not offended at re- 

aches and ſcorns you meet withal in the ways of 
God : If God will thus, and-otherwiſe honour his 
people, do you think that men can diſhonour you? 
Ixdced, it things and perſons were to be accounted 
as the world judgeth of them, then the moft. holy 
ones and ways are the molt vile and abominable ;, yea, 
the off-ſconring of all things ; but God ſpeaks other- 
wile of you, and of his-ways, to which we ought: to 
attend, and bear our ſelves upon. and happy are they 
who are not offended at the ways of God, whatever 
they meet with from men; yea, when they ſpeak all 
manner of evil againſt you falſly for Chriſts fake; tor 
ſo have the moſt eminent Servants of God fared in 
the world, who yet: were of more value-with God 


.. than thouſands of others, for of ſuch oaly in all times of 


difficulties God hath been entreated ; yea, God hath, 
and oft doth bring it about-in-his- Providence, . that 


| the world doth own and acknowledge the worth of ' 


agodly ſtate, and priviledge of a holy man,and much. 
deſires that happineſs; namely, when he inflids -ter-- 
rors upon a wicked man, either of death,or hell, How 
doth he then ble the ſtateof the Righteous -! what 

would he not give to be in the ſlate of a godly and 
holy man, to be aſſured of the pardon. of his fins, of 
the everlaſting . love of God to his Soul? How doth: 
he condema and curſe his evil Iife and wicked ways, 
and call for the Prayer of the righteous, or of thoſe 

that fear God, . that they may prevail with God for 

bim 2 as we have in Job 33. verle 21, 22. His fleſb 3s 
con ſunced, his bones that were not ſeen ſtick out, his 


Soul draweth near to the grave, aud his life to the de-. 
ſirozers, 
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frroyers. If there be a meſſenger with him , an Inter- 
preter, one among a thouſand, to ſhew unto man hjs 
uprightneſs, then he is grations unto him,and ſaith, De- 
liver him from going down to the pit. Then, ON 


pray ! that God would ſhew mercy to pardon his ih, 


to ſave his Soul, to deliver him from eternal tor- 
ments. Thus many times, when God belſcts even a 
wicked man with terrors, and hath him as Balaasz be- 
twixt two walls, then his language 1s, Let me diethe 
death of the righteows, and let my later end be like 
his. This God doth,that he might raiſe the price and 
value of his Children in the world, and hoaour them 
even In the eyes of men, who are careleſs of his Ho- 
nour and Glory. | | 

5. Laſtly, By way of Uſe, then T beſeech you that 


fear God, that profes {trictne(s of Principles and Per- q 


ſwaſions differing in ſome things from the way. of o- 
thers, that ye will ſo walk and behave your ſelves in 
all holineſs of Converfation, that you may evidence 
to the world the holineſs and harmleſneſs of your 
differing Imaginations and ways : Conſider what is 
that which hath made every Age {ov backward to al- 
low any Reformation or change relating to Religions 
worſhip, bat a fecret jealouſie that it would tend to 
innovate or diſturb the Peace & Civil Government of 
the Nation. Certainly Chriſtianity in the higheſt pro- 


feſſion and practice of it,did never truly prejudice the 


affairs of the world: and if any,in any Age, have under 
that badge & profeflion done or ated any thing 1nju- 


rious to Government or Governours.it 1s not from the - 


tendencie and conduct of Chriſtian Principles, but 
from the' fury and mifleading of their own luſts, and 
| - Car- 


P'Y 


*arnal Intereſts. Therefore I beſeech you ſoto walk» 


- andaGtion, fo righteous, juſt, hum 
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\þ the proſperity of the People. 
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as to nul}-and make void the common accuſations a- 


' gainſt holineſs, and ſtop the mouths of unreaſonable 


Enemiesand Accuſers. To be fo gratious in word 

ble, patient, ' ſel 
denying, giving up your ſelves tothe obedience of 
the Truth, not minding this world ſo much, as the 
great Concernments of Eternity 3 that you may be 
accounted a people worthy of your Chriſtian Profe(- 
ſion, and of the name of holineſs and purity that is 


- upon. you 3 worthy of your Goſpel-liberty, the moſt 


deſirable bleſſing of your life ; and worthy to be cal- _ 
led on for Prayer and Supplications for the afflited, 
for the Nation, yea, for the life of the King, and for 


